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21 April 2005
Ms Christine Loh
Chairperson
Society for Protection of the Harbour Limited
Room 602, Hoseinee House, 69 Wyndham Street
Central, Hong Kong

(Fax No.: 3101 9339)

Dear Ms Loh,

The Adventure of Victoria (#£ 2% F|ti FRR E0)

I refer to the story book entitled “The Adventure of Victoria” ( T #EZ%FI[ng
FEf#ED | ) published by the Society for Protection of the Harbour Limited, which is
meant for wide distribution in Hong Kong. While we appreciate your intention in
educating children on the need to protect the Victoria Harbour through this
publication, I hope you would agree with us that young readers should be provided
with correct facts and figures about the Harbour. Hence, it is important to ensure
that the book’s messages and contents are accurate.

We notice that the story book covers a number of issues related to harbour
reclamation. A number of messages therein, however, do not tally with the facts.
In this regard, we feel obliged to put on record the facts and draw to your attention.
Our comments are attached at Annex. We would request your kind clarification in
the form of an addendum for distribution together with the book and to make
amendments when re-printing the book in the future so that readers can have the
correct information.

Yours sincerely,
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( Miss Christine Chow )
for Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands



c.c. Giordano International Limited (Fax no.: 2370 8864)
Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works
Director of Civil Engineering and Development
Director of Environmental Protection
Director of Planning
With enclosure — Annex



Annex

Government’s comments on the story book
entitled “The Adventure of Victoria” published by
the Society for Protection of the Harbour Limited

The 2™ photo on the back of the book cover — The caption of the second
photograph on “2004 FRIFELF|MiEE — M FIERYEEYE” is misleading.
Footnote on page 28 — “IRIFFUF T T & FiRAIEIGT#], B IEHER
K FAEETE 3,800 /NLHAYYSEE. .. is also misleading.

Here are the facts :

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

The Government has undertaken in the Policy Commitments to the
Policy Addresses in 2004 and 2005 that apart from Central
Reclamation Phase III (CRII) and the proposed reclamation
schemes at Wan Chai North and Kai Tak, there will be no further
reclamation within the limits of the Victoria Harbour.

The proposed reclamations at Kowloon Point and Tsim Sha Tsui East
have never been included in the outline zoning plan (OZP).

Green Island Reclamation — Amendment to delete the proposed
reclamation from the OZP was gazetted on 19 December 2003.

Tsuen Wan Bay Further Reclamation — Amendment to delete the
proposed reclamation from the OZP was gazetted on 19 December
2003.

The reclamation extent of Kai Tak had been reduced significantly
from 299 to 133 hectares in 2001. The reclamation extent of
Wanchai North had been reduced significantly from 43 to 26 hectares
in 2002. These proposed reclamation schemes are being reviewed
to ensure full compliance with the Protection of the Harbour
Ordinance (PHO) and the Court of Final Appeal (CFA)’s “overriding
public need test”.



Reference to Star Ferry on Page 11 on “K 2 EIEMI 2 [58E SRRt R
MG E# P2 is misleading — The CRIII works will require the
reprovisioning of the existing Star Ferry Piers which will enhance the
value as a tourist attraction. In the course of construction, the contractor
is required to ensure that the Star Ferry services will not be interrupted.

The Statue Square does not fall within the reclamation limit of CRIII at all.
The statement that the square will be demolished as a result of reclamation
and that tall buildings will be erected at the spot is factually incorrect.
The Statue Square is zoned “Open Space” on the approved Central District
OZP. There is no plan to change the use of the Statue Square.

Footnote on Page 13 -

(a) “rh Bt 3 HHSRWGETE], . FHELITEHNZR T EHMEKSE” is
misleading — CRIII is needed to provide land for essential transport
infrastructure including the Central-Wan Chai Bypass (CWB), roads
connecting CRI and II (the Road P2 network), the extended overrun
tunnel of Airport Railway and the reprovisioning of the existing piers
and sea-water cooling water pumping stations. It is factually
incorrect to say that the purpose of reclamation is for land sale. The
land uses contemplated on CRIII are consequential to the reclamation
primarily determined by the alignment of the CWB and the
reprovisioning of the existing waterfront facilities affected by the
proposed reclamation.

(b) BT R R S, 1 2005 4 ETHLLLA FHUBHERR is
also misleading - In the light of the CFA judgment on reclamation,
the Government is conducting a comprehensive planning and
engineering review on Wanchai North to ensure full compliance with
the requirements of the PHO and the CFA judgment. The proposed
reclamation is to make provision for completing the missing strategic
road link along the northern shore of Hong Kong Island, i.e. a trunk
road comprising CWB and Island Eastern Corridor Link to alleviate
the traffic congestion. Any possible reclamation will depend on the
alignment, design and location of the trunk road and the extent of
reclamation will be kept to the minimum. No land will be reclaimed



for the purpose of land sale. Any land reclaimed in connection with
the trunk road will be put to public use.

4. Footnote on page 20 — “HEHSHYISHY” is misleading — The fact is that the
dissolved oxygen in Victoria Harbour in December 2004 was 4.9mg/L -
the level is sufficient to sustain marine life.

5. Footnote on Page 25 — “HEG TAZ r4vDiH 2 Sl — e nIfiE 2. ...
B R FA%IFEE” is misleading — The Government notes the public
concerns expressed on the problem with water flow and wave that may be
brought about by reclamation in the Harbour. The Government has
investigated the cumulative effect of the harbour reclamation and
confirmed that wave agitation is mainly caused by the volume of marine
traffic and speed of vessels. Reclamation itself does not cause waves.
Although reclamation would reduce the area of water surface available for
wave energy dissipation, such an effect would only be evident in localized
areas along the coastline. This effect could be mitigated by the adoption
of specially designed wave absorbing seawall which could absorb more
than 50% of the wave energy. Seawall of this design will be installed in
all new reclamations in the harbour including CRIII.
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