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27 April 2005
Ms Christine Loh
Chairperson
Society for Protection of the Harbour Limited
Room 602, Hoseinee House, 69 Wyndham Street
Central, Hong Kong
(Fax No.: 3101 9339)

Dear Ms Loh,
The Adventures of Victoria (%% ) 51 R I a0

I refer to your letter of 22 April 2005 responding to my letter
of 21 April 2005 on the story book entitled “The Adventures of Victoria”

( " HMEZ RIS | ) published by your Society.

As 1 had said in my previous letter, we appreciate your
intention in arousing the interest of children on the need to protect the
Victoria Harbour. Like you, the Government is committed to protecting the
Harbour. The Government has repeatedly pledged on a number of public
occasions and in many public documents that apart from Central
Reclamation Phase III (CRIII) and the development proposals at Wan Chai
North and Kai Tak, there will be no further reclamation within the limits of
Victoria Harbour. These are facts and we do not consider it appropriate or
reasonable for the book to induce any doubt in the minds of readers,
particularly our next generation, about the Government’s sincerity and
determination to protect the Harbour.

We are also concerned that the book contains some inaccurate
facts and statements which could mislead the readers. The responses
contained in your letter have not addressed our concern. For the sake of
clarification, I attach a full elaboration on our concerns again and hope that



you and your Society will take appropriate action to pass on the correct
information to the readers. Otherwise, the Government may have to
consider writing to those schools, to which you have distributed the book,
to alert them, and the students, of the inaccuracies identified.

Yours sincerely,

Lo ths

( Miss Christine Chow )
for Secretary for Housing, Planning and Lands

c.c. Giordano International Limited (Fax no.: 2370 8864)
Secretary for the Environment, Transport and Works
Director of Civil Engineering and Development
Director of Environmental Protection
Director of Planning
Director of Marine

With enclosure — Annex



Annex

Government’s detailed response to the letter on 22.4.2005 of the Society

(a)

(b)

(©)

for Protection of the Harbour

The 2™ photo on the back of the book cover —

The Government is committed to protecting and preserving the
Harbour and abiding by the law. This commitment is clear and
without doubt. Any attempt to cast doubt on Government’s
commitment is presumptuous and uncalled for. The saying on page
28 that “fRIR BT C T8 EHRAVEGETE] - HHEEHER L L
I FE3,300/  LHRY ¥k -+ is grossly misleading. As pointed out
clearly in my previous letter, all the previously proposed reclamations
within the Harbour have been dropped except for the remaining three
of CRIII, WDII and old Kai Tak Airport. They cannot add up to the
3,800 ha as claimed in the booklet.

Reference to Statue Square and Star Ferry (page 11) —

The existing Statue Square is outside the boundary of the
"Comprehensive Development Area" (“CDA”) zone and any new
development can only take place within the CDA boundary. The
Statue Square will be there to stay and will not be demolished.

The Statue Square is zoned as “Open Space” on the approved Central
District Outline Zoning Plan (“OZP”). The Government has
absolutely no plan to change the use of the Statue Square. What is
said in the book is therefore inaccurate. The relevant plan showing
the facts is attached.

The Star Ferry Piers will not be lost as a result of reclamation. They
will only be decommissioned when the reprovisioned ones are ready,
thus ensuring no disruption in the Star Ferry services. The
reprovisioned Star Ferry Piers, modeled on the original 1910s design,
are being constructed next to the Outlying Island Ferry Piers.

Footnote on Page 13 -

It is a fact that the Central District (Extension) OZP has earmarked
some land for commercial and office development. However, it is

untrue to claim that “fHER3HEAIEVG T8, A5 7 2t + sz
HELUT A EE > BE X EANE S T E S o



This statement distorts the truth that the CRIII is needed to provide
land for essential transport infrastructure including the Central-Wan
Chai Bypass (CWB), roads connecting CRI and II (the Road P2
network), the extended overrun tunnel of Airport Railway and the
reprovisioning of the existing piers and sea-water cooling water and
pumping stations. Land sale is neither the reason nor the justification
for CRIIL

(d) Footnote on Page 20 -

The story book has said that “$E# i FEHIE & HiE A 15 K85185 &
TR e IRIR2004 FF12HEBRRBIEREDR - MEERRAE
ER49Z LI - BEBINMRE W AEYRRIm LR 4oy 7
The statement in the book suggests that as a result of water pollution,
marine life cannot exist in the Harbour. The fact is with the
implementation of Stage I of the Harbour Area Treatment Scheme
(HATS) programme, water quality of the Victoria Harbour has seen
significant improvement. There are reports of a revival of marine life
in the Harbour waters as a result. The Government is working on the
implementation of Stage II of the HATS which will bring even further
improvement in the water quality.

(e) Footnote on Page 25 -

Reclamation itself does not cause waves. Although reclamation
would reduce the area of water surface available for wave energy
dissipation, such an effect would only be evident in localized areas
along the coastline. This effect could be mitigated by the adoption of
specially designed wave absorbing seawall which could absorb more
than 50% of the wave energy. Seawall of this design is being
installed in the CRIII works.

The story book quoted the incident on 21 February 2003 as a result of
strong currents created by harbour reclamation. This is not the fact.
The cause of the incident involving a Star Ferry “World Star” was a
malfunctioned propeller. As a result, the ferry could not stop in time
and hit the pier. It is therefore inaccurate to attribute the incident to
strong currents resulting from reclamation.

27 April 2005
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