
~SWIRE PROPERTIES 

Your Ref: 
Our Ref: GJO/aw/05-066 
Direct Fax: 2526 3015 
Please use this rcfcrt.ncc in your rtply. 

8 July 2005 

HEC Sub-Committee on WDII Review 
c/o Civi l Engineering and Development Department 
13/F., North Point Government Offices 
333 Java Road 
North Point 
Hong Kong 

Dear Sirs, 

In response to the Harbourfront Enhancement Committee's call for ideas and concepts for 
the planning of Wan Chai, Causeway Bay and Adjoining Areas, we have commissioned a 
study to demonstrate a viable solution that allows Victoria Park unfettered access to the 
waterfront by submerging the Central-Causeway Bay Bypass and redirecting the 
surrounding road network. We are pleased to enclose a copy of our study for the members' 
perusal and consideration. 

Our vision for the Victoria Park Shoreline is based on the fundamental principles of Value 
Creation and Sustainable Development, promoting less reclamation, more green space and 
accessible public waterfront. We hope that the enclosed proposal can help to facilitate 
public debate on the future of our Harbour. 

Yours sincerely, 
for and on behalf of 
SWJRE PROPERTIES LIMITED 

Encl. 

Swire Properties Limited 

33/F One Pacific Plt'c:e 88 Q.Jeens\v.;)y Hong Kong 

Tel (852) 2844 3886 fax (65212810 154 7 www.swirepropenies.com 
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Harbour-Front Enhancement Review - Wan Chai, Causeway Bay and 
Adjoining Areas 
~1t~ff , ii!Qla~&~lliifulfl'ii5~1i:a':Hiff ~ 
Envisioning Stage: Views Collection Form 
m~~~~ = ~Jei&~~~ 
Your Views 
ilf\~~5i 

Please refer to the attached letter aid eiclosure. 

Pleose use seporote sheets. if necesSOtY. 
l>!FIUl!l · !llfJl!Ji.'U?I{ • 
To facilitate future contac ts. please complete the following: 

~:tJ<~JlfH~~*ll · n~nPJ"Fii'.*'i- • 
English Name ~Xtt'8: Chinese Name <Pxtt'8: 
Organization fnal!!Ult: 
Correspondence Address li!ltl\ltl!.i.ll: : 

Tel !!~ : Fax{li~ : Email !IUi~: 

Please fox to: 2576 9792 
~-~~ : 257 6 9792 

or post to the address on page 32 
~!ll!~tt. 321'[..l:~ ±t!!.tll: 
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CONNECTING VICTORIA PARK TO THE HARBOUR 

Hong Kong Harbour has always pt"Ollided the crty wrth a 
spectacular natural environment to complement its intense 
urban character. This .,,;brant 1nteract>on be!'M!en the peaks. 
harbour and the crty has created a signature image known 
the wor1d over. 

The Harbour has long been Ille focus of the city. 1ncludtng 
its raptd development over the last few dec.ldes as Hong 
Kong has transformed from a worlong 1ndustnal harbour 
to a sennce economy. The ctrrent and growing longing 
to be near the water is jeop.lfd1sed by the roadways and 
infrastructure that were deemed necessary for urban 
growth. 

With this proposal. Swore Properties responds to the 
Gollemment's quest to seek an optimal solutJon for Ille 

harbourfront m Causeway Bay-a design that pt"Ollides 
a public waterfront for the people of Hong Kong and a 
wo<id-dass open space that bnngs Victoria Parle to the 
Harbour. morum1Ztng the impacts of infrastructure. and 
reflecting our W1sll to be a true world-class city. 

It is hoped that thts proposal will encourage the 
Govemment to examine the possib1fotJes of looking at the 
Harbour on a holistic and integrated manner. to meet the 
many calls for such an approach on recent ~mes. 

E 

e. 
e-­
E 

E-" 

E"" 

E" 

€:' 

~ 

~ 

~ 

~ 

E-­

C" 

e 
; 

E-t 

e­
e 
e­
e­
e­
e 
e 
e 
e 
€­

~ 

c;-



A proposal for the Wanchai-Causeway Shoreline 

VICTORIA PARI< SHORELINE 
A Proposal for 1he Wancl>.\1.C.useway Bay Sllo~1ne 
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A BETTER FUTURE FOR HONG KONG 
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1998: Concept Plan for Central Waterfront Development submitted by Swire 
Properties.This outlined a proposal for a much-reduced Central reclamation 
that was focused on a grand waterfront park. 

-
v ~ 

... , L "''.Y ~ l~ 
• .._ ....._..-. E 

2002: The Government gazetted 26 hectares of reclamation in the Draft Wan 
Chai North OZP. in an attempt to create public waterfront and away from 
existing roads. 
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2004: In a challenge to harbour reclamation in Wanchai, the Court of Final 
Appeal (CFA) rules that an "ove1-riding public need" must be demonstrated for 
any further reclamation to be allowed. 

\ 

2004: Swire Properties submitted its Hong Kong Cultural Harbour proposal, 
a holistic vision for Hong Kong Harbour that was based on the fundamental 
principles of long term value creation and sustainable development promoting 
less reclamation. more green open spaces and broader public accessibility. 

2005: The Harbour-front Enhancement Committee (HEC) published five 
options for the north shore in its 'Wan Chai Development Phase 2 Review 
- Public Engagement Kit". 



Best Case Government Proposal 
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Connection to Existing 
Island Eastern Tunnel 

Existing Cross H:.rbour 
Tunnel 

HKCEC 

Exi$ting MTRC Tunnel 

Of the li\/e optlons posited by the HEC. the first option (Fig. 1) forms the only option that can create an unobstructed 
connection from Victoria Park to the waterfront. Howe11er. there are still areas for improvement: 

•This tunnel option runs at very deep level under the existing cross-naroour tunnel up/down ramps increaS1ng 
construction and operating costs 

• Connections from bypass to and from Causeway Bay nol possible due to deep level of bypass 
• Material over buried bypass alignment is indicated as new reclamation over entire length 
• No indication that eXJsting flyoller from Gloucester Road to Island Eastern Corndor will change 
• ConnectJOO from Victoria Park to shoreline still compromised by surface roads 

Swire Properties' Victoria Park Shoreline Proposal 

..... .-;;;;:-:-- Connecdc>n co Existing ""'°JOI" Island E.1stern Tunnel 
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Existing Cross Harbour 
Tunnel 

Proposed SCL Tunn-cb Existing MTRC Tunnel 

The following enhancements are proposed: 

• A shallow. less expensive tunnel is achievable 1f the alignment swings around rather than undeo" the Cross Harbour 
Tunnel down ramps 

• Water is maintained above bypass at Kellen Basin and the eastern portioo of Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter thus 
avoiding new reclamation in these areas 

• less impact from Tai Hang Road flyovers because they are combined into one structure and tucked closer to 
developmem blocks 

• Gentle<. broader pedestnan connection from Victona Park. 
• Continuous pedestrian waterfront with more variatJon. as an appropnate response to the fonnahty of the central 

waterfront including an "urban" beach 
• Connections to and from bypass to Causeway Bay possible due to shallow level of bypass under existing Cross 

HarbourTunnet approaches - ,,,....,. - r,,.... - s.......-.. .. ... ,.,_...SO,,- to ...s 
"""'c..-.., .... 

VICTORIA PARK SHORELINE 5 
A Proposal fc><- Ille W~Uittw~ Bay Shotelone 
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PRINCIPLES FOR A HARBOUR EDGE FOR THE PEOPLE 

Putting People First 

To meet the growing public aspirations for greater accessibility to the 
hart>ourfront. public areas should be created for maximum benefrt for all the 
community. 

A World-Class Park on a World-Class Waterfront 

Victoria Park. as the city's premier urt>an parl<. should reach out to the 
waterfront to create a connected. public open space.Together with a proposed 
grand hart>ourfront Park in Central. Hong Kong could have a truly quality 
hart>ourfront befitting a world-class city 

100M 
~-

Minimizing Infrastructure 

This proposal recognizes the need for adequate vehicular access and the 
infrastructure that allows that access. However. such requirements should be 
treated as an integral part of the plan making process: the impact on the natural 
and physical environment should be minimized to provide optimum public and 
pedestrian access and amenity. 



Wtth fewer roads and 1nfrastl'\lcture on or above the 
surface. the Causeway Bay waterfront comes alive wtth a 
vanety of destinations and lonks to Victoria Park. 

The worlcing basin west of the Yacht Oub (Kenett Basin) 
is converted into a restaurant and dining quay. using the 
existing shoreline formation to provide a promenade for 
single-storey pav1l1ons. 

A continuous promenade for pedestrians 1s provided from 
the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre. across 
a new pedestrian bridge Cl'ler the Cross Harbour Tunnel 
entrance. to a new park at the southwest comer of the 
Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter. 

Wrth minimal reclamation over the slip roads to the 
Central-Wanchai Bypass. this corner park hosts a plaza 
that celebrates the Noonday Gun. and provides a suitable 
harbour-side entry to a future underground rail station. 
The Police Officers Club at this junction would need to be 
modified for the proposed bypass alignment. 

A gradual slope leads to a raiS<Xl. landscaped platform 
above the roadways. offering unparalleled views into the 
park and out into the Harbour. At the top are Pavilions 
for publK performances. visually linked to the boardwalk 
below that together fonm a green amphrtheatre facing the 
Harbour. 

At the southeast corner of the Typhoon Shelter. limrted 
reclamation is necessary above the local connection roads 
that replace the existing flp;er link to the Island Eastern 
Corridor. Instead of a hard edge this proposal introduces 
a gradual "urban" beach to enable people to connect with 
the water. 

A GREEN WATERFRONT FOR CAUSEWAY BAY 

VICTORIA PARK SHORELINE 7 
A Proposal le< the Wanch.11.C.useway Bay Shon!line 
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A LANDSCAPE PLATFORM COMPLETES THE SHORELINE PARK 

HKYocht 
Club 

Pedestrian 
Landscaped 

Bridge 

Possible KCR 
Station Exit 

~mi.formal 

Noon Day 
Gun PSaza 

Restaura.nt 
Pavilions 

Causeway Bay 
Typhoon Shelter 

Waterfront 
Lawn/Park 

Pedestrian 
Resting Spot 

Kiosks 

Terraces 

Lawn 
Amphitheatre 

Mod•I 
Boat Pool 

Pavilions 
Atop Green 

Amphitheatre 

"Urbon" Beach--... 
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Secuon 1 :Victoria Parle from Central library to the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter 

Ternced Pb.nten PMllon 

~ul 
Le><>I Tunnel Slip ramp onto Central. 

Green Amphi<heatre 

Wanchal Bypau 

Ternic:1ng Gardens at Vtetcxb P;irlc Voetono Park Road W..terfront Promen<Jde 

Sectoon 2; Landscaped Bridge CNer Gloucester Road 

• 

Kiosk 

l~DI Centraf..Wanchal 
Bypass 

' ' 

Causew.iy Bay Typhoon Sheller 

0 

0 SOM 

VICTORIA PARK SHORELINE 9 
A f'ro?osal for the Wanchai·Causeway Bay St>orel1ne 
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HOW TO CREATE MORE PARK 

EXISTING CONDITIONS 

\ \ 
\ \ 
\ \ 
\ 

\ \ Causewoy S.,.Typlloon Shelter 

During the construction of the bypass and potential mass transit rail lines under Gloucester Road. the surface roadways in 
front oNictoria Park are moved inland. temporarily reducing the park by 1.8 hectares. 

For this Victona Park section. a total of 1.9 hectares or reclamation rs required: 
• About 0.9 hectare at the local tunnel on the eastern edge of the Causeway Bay Typhoon Shelter. where the new tunnel 

is covered by the "urban" beach. 
• About 1.0 hectare C111er the on/off ramps of the bypass at the southwest comer of the Typhoon Shelter 

Similar to the government OPtions. additional reclamation will be required near the Hong Kong CO<lllention and 
Exhibition Centre. 

WITH PROPOSED ALIGNMENT f. 

{ 

When construction is complete, a majority of the bypass is covered not by solid reclamation. but by water. This 
proposal results in about S.S hectares net increase in park area with 0.7 hectare of landscaped bridges directly 
connecting Victona Park to the harbourfront - """"""' ; .. • ...... , ~YNDJClOl'AAIC N'tEA 
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Submerged Bypass from Central 

Bypass remains submerged under Kellett Basin 

Bypass avoids downramps at Cross Hart>ourTunnel 

Minimum reclamation to allow for on/off ramps connecting 
Causeway Bay to Bypass 

Fl)over connecting Qoucester Road and Tai Hang Road relocated in 
more efficient alignment to maximize park area 

Additional surface U-tum maintains all vehicular connections to 
Causeway Bay from Gloucester Road 

Victoria Park Road shifted inland to make room for more park area 
on the harbourfront 

Existing fly<M:r connection between Victoria Parl< Road and Island 
Eastern Corridor is submerged to create "urban" beach 

New green area in place of existing ily<M:r 

Portal from submerged bypass to existing elevated Island Eastern 
Conidor 

Wanchai Sporu 
Ground 
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PROPOSED ALIGNMENT- FLYOVERS PULLED INLAND 
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VICTORIA PARK SHORELINE 11 
A Proposal fo; the Wanchai-Causeway Bay Shoreline 



CAUSEWAY BAY WATERFRONT TODAY 
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Swire Properties advoates the implementation of the 
Harbour Planning Principles-to put people first and 
create a worid-dass harbovrfront The vision forVictona 
Park Shoreline is to further encourage the formulation of 
an integrated approach to planning around the harbour. 
to realize the goals for long term value creation and 

sustainable development It os with th~ pnndples in 
mind that Swire has prepared thos proposal in support 
of the Government and the Harbour-front Enhancement 
Committee's call for ideas and response to the planning of 
Wan Chai. Causeway Bay and Adjoining Areas. 

A NEW SHORELINE FOR HONG KONG 

This proposal has identified a Vlable solution for the 
harbovrfront on Causeway Bay With: 
• A largely submerged bypass; 
• Reduced elevated roads: 
• A pedestrian-friendly public waterfront 
• Additional quality green open spaces created. 

VICTORIA PARK SHORELINE 13 
A Proposal for tile Wanchai-Causeway Boy Shoreline 
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~theHOKPlanningGroup 't Ill• 'f..t-. Scott Wilson Ltd 
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