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Frequently Asked Questions
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ALLABDUT CENTRAL RECLAMATION PHASE IN

. Is'the Government going to
reclaim more land and turn the
Victoria Harbour into "Victoria
River"?

Absolulely not. Victoria Harbour is one of
Hong Kong's most precious natural asset. Mo
one wishes to see the Harbour become
narrower and narrower, CRIll and WDl are the
final phases of an integrated Central and Wan
Chai Reclamation project that started in the
earty 1990s. When these two small
reclamations are completed, there will be no
more reclamation on the northern shaores of
Hang Kong Island. On the other side of the
Harbour, the only remaining project is the
South East Kowloon Development arising from
the relacation of the airport. Both tha Wan
Chai and South East Kowloon projects are
being reviewed to ensura minimum
reclamation to meet essential community
neads.

Is the Central Reclamation aimed
at producing more land for
commercial use?

@ No. Tha last phase of the Central Reclamation
now under way is transport-led. Land for
commercial use is restricted to a site zoned
*Comprehensive Development Area”, which is
subject to stringent height restrictions, and
promenada land meant for waterfront-related
and leisure facilities such as retail shops.
cafe/restaurants that will increase the
attractivaness of the waterfront.

. Can the CWE be avoided by
implementing traffic management
measures?

No. Traffic management measures would
provide only short and medium-term relief. In
light of forecast traffic growth, it is essential
that the CWE be built. By linking Rumsey
Street Flyover and the Island Eastern Corridor,
the CWEB will complete a strategic trunk road
along the northern shore of the Hong Kong
Island.

.The High Court has judged that all
reclamations shﬂuh:! meet the three
tests. Why is the Government still
continuing with the Central
reclamation?

As the High Court rejected an application by the
Society for Pratection of the Harbour Limited for
an interim injunction over the CRIIl works, the
continuance of CRIN works is lawful. The
reclamation is required to provide needed
infrastructure and the reprovisioning of facilities
affected by the works.

.Snme green groups claim that CRIlI
works are seriously polluting the
environment. Is this true?

MNo. An Environmental Impact Assessment
confirms that the project will have no long-term
adverse effects on the environment. CRIll is
governed by an Environmental Permit issued by
the Director of Environmental Protection. The
results of current environmental monitoring and
audit required under the permit have 50 far not
shown any adverse environmental impacts
ariging from the works. The contaminated mud
disposal ground at East Sha Chau, which received
mud dredged from CRIll. is also subject to
comprehensive anvironmental monitoring. The
site has been monitored for ten years since it
commenced operation in 1392. Monitoring
results show that the operation has not caused
any adverse impacts (o the environment.

.Givun the controversy over Harbour
reclamation, why can't we drop the
CRIll altogether and re-consider an
alternative plan?

CRIIl is a properly authorized project that has
gone through very extensive consultations and an
elaborate statutory procedure. It is urgently
needed to provide the roads to relieve growing
traffic congestion in Central and Wan Chai. Itis
the subject of an awarded contract of $3.8 billion
involving 1 100 jobs over the next four years. We
do not believe it is reasonable to simply halt tha
project at this stage regardless of the cost and
othar implications to the community.

For more detalls, please visit our wabsite : www.hpib.gov.hik/cr3



