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Reclamation has been an integral aspect of Hong Kong's development for more than 150 years.
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From Kennedy Town to Chai Wan; and from Kwai Chung to
Kwun Tong and Tseung Kwan O - reclamation has allowed
Hong Kong to develop into the bustling., modern metropaolis
that is today home to almost seven million people, as well as
the world's leading trading and financial centra.

MNow, we are entering the final phase of reclamation projects
in the Victaria Harbour (the Harbour). On Hong Kong ksland,
just two more projects are cutstanding - the Central
Reclamation Phase Ill (CRIl} and the Wan Chai Development
Phase |l (WDIl). These are the last two phases of the Central
and Wan Chai reclamation planned since the early 1920s and
on which work started in the early 1990s. In other words, these
ara the last pieces of a reclamation jigsaw that has been
carefully planned for more than 20 years, and has been
gradually taking shape over the past decade. On Kowloon,
reclamation is planned for the South East Kowloon
Development around the old Kai Tak airport site.

The reclamation of the Harbour - one of Hong Kong's most
precious natural asset - is understandably a sensitive and
emotive issue. That is why the Governmaent has pledged that
there will be no more reclamation in the Harbour after
thesa last three projects are completed on Hong Kong Island
and at South East Kowloon.

The Central and Wan Chai reclamations have been planned to
provide land for the final and most vital transpeort link on the
northern shore of Hong Kong Island - the Central-Wan Chai
Bypass (CWRB] and other essential road networks - that will
divert traffic away from the Central Buginess District, cater for
anticipated traffic growth beyond 2006 and alleviate
cengestion on existing road networks (already operating at
capacity) that feed into Central from the east and the west,
and vice versa. Without these two reclamations the CWB
cannot be built, which will result in massive traffic congestion
from Sheung Wan to Causeway Bay and a deterioration of the
living and working environment caused by aggravated air
pollution and noise.
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ALL ARDUT CENTRAL RECLAMATION PHASE

In additicn, these final reclamations are essential if we ara 10
return the Harbour to the people for recreation and leisure
purposes. The CWB will be built underground, which will free
up much of the land above the roadway for harbour front
development. At the moment, Asia’s world city lacks world-
class waterfront promenades on Hong Kong Island that can be
enjoyed by residents and visitors. The Central and Wan Chai
reclamations will rectify that situation.

Orver the past year, the remaining two reclamations on Hong
Kong Island have been the focus of considerable public
debate. Wan Chai Developmeant Phaza || has been the subjsct
of two court cases, including the most recent and definitive
hearing in the Court of Final Appeal in December 2003. A
judicial review of Central Reclamation Phase Ill is also
pending. The Government will continue to act lawfully, and
respect the court's decision on these matters.

In the meantime, the Government has taken the initiative to
again review the reclamation plans for Wan Chai and South
East Kowloon to ensure they meet legal-requirements and are
kept to the minimum area possible.

This booklet aims 1o provide a factual account of Central
Reclamation Phase lIl. k also explains the reasons behind the
need for this project.

We share the public’s passion to preserve the Harbour and to
male it more open and accessible 1o the people.

We look fonward to working with the community to make this
vision a reality.



