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Meeting Essential Transport Needs
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* The Connaught Road Central/Harcourt

Road/Gloucester Road Corridor operates beyond
capacity.

* Regular traffic congestion is observed on

weekdays between 8 a.m. and 7 p.m.

» Eastbound traffic heading towards Central often

queues back to the Western Harbour Crossing
approach along the Rumsey Street Flyover.

= Westbound traffic heading for Central often tails

back along Gloucester Road to the Wan Chai
Sports Ground.

* Within the CRl area, traffic generated from the

Airport Railway Station, One and Two
International Finance Centre {IFC) and the ferry
piers has to route through congested roads and
junctions in Central. This causes serious
congestion in and around these new
development areas. More than b minutes is
needed to travel the 0.7 km eastbound saction of
Connaught Road Central batween Rumsay Stresat
and Pedder Street.
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« Traffic volume during peak hours on critical

sactions of the Connaught Road Central/Harcourt
Road/Gloucester Road Corridor will exceed
capacities by 30%.

« Without the CWB, traveling speed along

Connaught Road Central/Harcourt
Road/Gloucester Road Corridor will deteriorate to
about 5 km per hour, and it will take 45 minutes 1o
complete this 4 km section of road.

= Higher traffic densities on the Connaught Road

CentralHarcourt Road/Gloucester Road Corridor
will lead to spill over congestion in Central and
Wan Chai.

= Other east-west secondary corridors, such as

Hennessy Road and Queensway will also be fully
loaded by local vehicular traffic and pedestrian
crossing traffic.
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ALL ABOUT CENTRAL RECLAMATION PHASE m
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These traffic forecasts have been re-confirmed by a recent re-run of the Third Comprehensive
Transport Study model in 2003 using updated data on population, existing and planned

developments, economic growth, vehicle fleet size and road network. \ \
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CRIII will provide much needed relief

The Road P2 network planned to open in 2007 consists of new
roads linking and enhancing the existing road natwork in Central
and Wan Chai. It will divert traffic away from the critical junctions
along Man Yiu Street and Connaught Road Central, Traffic from
Hong Kong Station and One and Twao IFC will be able 10 get 1o Wan
Chai North without passing along Connaught Road Central. With
the full occupation of Two IFC and commissioning of its associated
hotel development around 20086, traffic volume in the area will
double. Without the Road P2, long traffic queues will form along
Connaught Place/™an Yiu StreetMan Cheung Street around the
Airport Railway Station and One and Two IFC.

The CWBAsland Eastern Corridor Link is the missing link in the
strategic road network on the northern shore of Hong Kong Island,
batween the Rumsey Street Flyover and the Island Eastern Corridor.
As a parallel and complamentary route 1o tha Connaught Road
CentralHarcoun Road/Gloucester Road Corridor, it will provide a
direct route berween Central and the eastern parl of the island.
There will be intermediate access points in Wan Chai, Its value and
contribution to traffic flow can best be appreciated by looking at
how traffic flow improved on King's Road after the opening of the
Island Eastern Corridor.

Traffic management measures not a substitute for
roads under CRIII

There have been suggestions that traffic management measuras
should be used instead of reclaiming land for new roads. These
measures include adopling equal tolls for the Western Harbour
Crossing and the Cross Harbour Tunnel, restricting loading /
unloading times in Central, providing bus-bus interchanges at
fringe area of Central, Electronic Road Pricing ele. There is as yet
no COMMuUnity consensus on any of these suggestions.

The Transport Depariment will continue 1o explore practical traffic
management measures such as road and junction improvement
project schemes and bus priority schemes, These will halp to
religve current congestion and maximize the capacity of existing
roads and junctions. However, they will not be able 1o cope with
the anticipated increased traffic flows in the Central Business
District, especially after 2006 when the IFC complex is fully
occupied. It is therefore necessary to construct the CWB and the
Road P2 network under the CRIIL
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